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Background & Importance 

Wildlife Ordinance Overview

Timeline & Next Steps
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Background

SLIDES INCLUDE PROPOSED MATERIAL FOR OUTREACH PURPOSES ONLY - NOT FINAL



Global Environmental Challenges
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Local Environmental Challenges
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We have unique 
biological & ecological 
resources in Los Angeles 
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Los Angeles C
ity Planning
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The majority of land in 
Los Angeles is privately 
owned.
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Los Angeles is located in a 
Global Biodiversity Hotspot!

The biodiversity in Los Angeles is globally significant.
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ENHANCING ECOLOGY &
CREATING CONNECTIONS
THROUGH THE HILLSIDES

Wildlife Pilot Study &
Wildlife Ordinance
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Achieve more sustainable 
outcomes in hillside 
developments by promoting  
biodiversity and habitat 
preservation.

Interrelated Goals

Climate 
Resilience

Fire
Safety

Watershed
Health

Development Biodiversity 
& Connectivity
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Los Angeles

Simi Hills

San Gabriel Mountains

Santa Ana 
Mountains

San Bernardino Mountains

San Jacinto 
Mountains

Santa Monica
Mountains

Santa 
Margarita 
Mountains

PROPOSED WILDLIFE 
ORDINANCE DISTRICT

SLIDES INCLUDE PROPOSED MATERIAL FOR OUTREACH PURPOSES ONLY - NOT FINAL



Los Angeles C
ity Planning

We have increasing 
development pressure  
in Los Angeles 
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How was the Wildlife Ordinance District 
Boundary Determined?

LA COUNTY SIGNIFICANT 
ECOLOGICAL AREAS (SEAs) + RIVA

DISTRICT

VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY 
ZONES

DISTRICT

WILDLIFE MOVEMENT PATHWAYS
DISTRICT 15
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How was the Wildlife Ordinance District 
Boundary Determined?
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Protection Areas for 
Wildlife (PAWs)

WILDLIFE PILOT STUDY

WILDLIFE ORDINANCE DISTRICT
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Santa Monica Mountains

Griffith 
Park

WILDLIFE ORDINANCE 
DISTRICT
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Wildlife Ordinance District Boundary

Wildlife Website:
planning4la.org/wildlife
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Compatibility with Existing Regulations
Hillside Regulations

Hollywood Community Plan: 
Slope Density

Very High Fire Severity Zones

Ridgeline Protection 
(Proposed)

Mulholland Specific Plan

Existing Zoning

HCR

BHO
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Existing Hillside Development Patterns
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What Can New Regulations Help to Address?
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Vegetation & 
Landscaping 

Windows
Lightin
g

Trash 
Enclosures

Slope & 
Grading 
Limits

Lot 
Coverage 

Limits

Fencing 
RequirementsResource Buffer 

Requirements

Yard 
Setbacks
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What’s a Project?

. 

● New Construction
● Major Remodels (similar to Mulholland SP)
● Additions > 500 square feet
● Grading projects exceeding > 500 c.y.
● Tree removal (Protected or Significant Trees, Trees in Public 

Right of Way)
● Activity in a Wildlife Resource Buffer requires review
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To preserve access to habitat 
and facilitate wildlife movement 
by maintaining unobstructed 
space and minimizing obstacles 
to food and water, shelter, and 
breeding access by appropriate 
fence location and design. 

Fences, Walls, Hedges
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Maintain Wildlife Movement

To facilitate wildlife 
movement by 
minimizing obstacles 
and maintaining 
unobstructed space 
between properties. 

Setbacks
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Maintain Wildlife Movement
Setbacks, Fences, Walls, Hedges
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Proposed Regulations
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To protect Wildlife Resources that 
provide habitat connectivity 
opportunities and limit 
disturbances near waterways, 
and sensitive vegetation, and 
habitat areas

Intent

50 ft buffer50 ft buffer

Promote Biodiversity &
Maintain Ecosystems
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Proposed Resource Buffers 

Los Angeles C
ity Planning

Los Angeles C
ity Planning

Wildlife Website:
planning4la.org/wildlife
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Promote Native Biodiversity-
Vegetation & Landscaping

To maintain habitat, manage stormwater 
and sequester carbon by retaining Native 
and Significant Trees, and by 
incorporating native vegetation that 
supports wildlife. 

Intent
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Promote Native Biodiversity-
Vegetation & Landscaping

PreferredProhibited 
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Promote Native Biodiversity- Vegetation & Landscaping

﹣ Planting Zone A: 50% Minimum 
Native Plant Coverage

﹣ Planting Zone B: 75% Minimum 
Native Plant Coverage

Native Landscaping 
Coverage

Fire-Safe Planting Area Zones
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● Promotes permeable surfaces 
improving watershed functions

● Regulates a wider range of 
development activities that disturb 
vegetation and groundcover 

● Encourages open space for wildlife 

Lot Coverage
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Minimize Site Disturbance

● Limits overall development 
impacts

● Decreases pressure to build on 
the least suitable portions of lots

Residential Floor Area Grading
● Maintains natural topography 

and soil stability

● Protects existing vegetation and 
ecosystem health

● Minimizes sedimentation and 
other impacts to watershed 
functions

Builds on Baseline Hillside Ordinance, 
Hillside Construction Regulation, and 
Low Impact Development Standards
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Minimize Site Disturbance
Grading and RFA

➔ Prohibit grading or structures on 
natural slopes in excess of 100%

➔ Count Remedial grading on slopes 
60% or greater 

➔ RFA not allocated for slope bands 
60% or greater

➔ Include Basements and Required 
Covered Parking in RFA
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Minimize Site Disturbance
Increasing Average Square Feet 
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Los Angeles C
ity Planning

Wildlife Lot Cover

Building & Structures + 
Decks, Pools, Patios, & 

Other Pavement

Existing Proposed Regulations
Building & 
Structures

Shall not exceed 50% 
of the total area of the Lot 

+
Shall not exceed 100,000 sf, 

whichever is less

Minimize Site Disturbance
Lot Coverage
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Wildlife Movement, Hillside Aesthetics, 
and Ridgeline Protection

RPO Ridgelines RPO + WLD Ridgelines 
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● Maximum Envelope Height 
is 25 feet

● Envelope Height is 
continuous and parallel to 
grade

● Limits visual impact of 
development on ridgelines 

25’

25’

Projected Plane
Parallel to Grade

Envelope Height

Ridgeline 

Up to 50’

Up to 50’

Wildlife Movement, Hillside Aesthetics, 
and Ridgeline Protection
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35’

Highest and Lowest 
Elevation of Structures

Overall Height

Ridgeline 

Up to 50’

Up to 50’

● Maximum Overall Height is 
35 feet

● Measured from the lowest to 
the highest elevation of the 
structure

● Limits the overall 
development impact on 
ridgeline sites 

Wildlife Movement, Hillside Aesthetics, 
and Ridgeline Protection
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Wildlife Movement, Hillside Aesthetics, 
and Ridgeline Protection

● Require an additional side 
yard setback within 50 feet of 
a ridgeline 

● Encourages wildlife 
movement across ridgelines

Setbacks
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Windows 
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Limit Human-Wildlife Conflicts
Lighting Trash Enclosures
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Holistic Approach to 
Wildlife-Friendly Development Standards

Preserve
Sensitive Hillside 
Wildlife Habitats

Support
Wildlife 

Movement

Reduce
Fire Fuel 
Hazards

Enhance
Watershed 
Conditions

Retain
Slope

Stability
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Timeline & Next Steps
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Anticipated Process & Timeline

WE ARE HERE
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We look forward to connecting with you!

Thank you!

Conni Pallini-Tipton, AICP
Senior City Planner

Lena Mik
City Planning Associate

Project website: planning4la.org/wildlife

Submit your comments on the draft Wildlife 
Ordinance to: OURLA2040@lacity.org
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Bonnie Kim
City Planner

Patrick Whalen
City Planning Associate

Kat Superfisky, MLA, MS, ESA Certified Ecologist
Urban Ecologist

Alex Linz
Planning Assistant
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