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On February 28, 2006, the City Council adopted Ordmance No, 17’} 4%2? }wwniﬂ;/‘};ll\ﬂi%mﬂﬂ\] !
added three native trees to the list of Protected Trees in the City. Any removal of a Protected
Tree requires a permit from the Board of Public Works, with replacement required. Any removal
of a Protected Tree in a project that requires environmental review is required to mitigate the
removal of the tree.

On April 17, 2012, the City Council designated the Toyon, Heteromeles arbutifolia,
as the official City native plant, in conjunction with the re-landscaping of the City Hall grounds
to feature water wise plants. The Toyon, known also as Christmas berry and California holly, is
a common shrub native to California which typically grows from two to five meters and has a
rounded to irregular top. The plant attracts butterflies, and its berries provided food for local
Native American tribes, such as the Churnash, Tongva, and Tataviarn.

The Mexican Elderberry, Sambucus mexicana, is a tree or large shrub that is native to
California and is also found elsewhere in North America and beyond and it can grow from 4 to
25 feet in height. Fruits ripen from late July into September. At least 50 species of songbirds,
upland game birds, and small mammals relish the fruit of the elderberry during summer and early
fall. White-tailed deer browse the twigs, foliage and fruit during the summer. Elderberries are
outstanding as nesting cover for small birds. During summer, the partial shade under elderberries
promotes a dense ground cover of grasses and forbs that offer good leafing or feeding areas for
broods of young pheasants and quail.

The elderberry is also of well-known value and highly prized to the Indians of North
America for the many purposes it serves. Frequently, the elderberry was so greatly enjoyed that
families would live for weeks on little else. Many were dried for use in the winter, and were
either re-cooked or eaten raw. Elderberries are still hlghly prized for food by modern Native
Americans.

Given the special attributes of these two shrubs it is appropriate that the City consider
taking action to protect them.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Planning Department with the assistance of the
Bureau of Street Services be directed to report with recommendations relative to protecting the
Mexican Elderberry and the Toyon, including the feasibility of adding these two shrubs to the list
of Protected Trees as set forth in § 46.01 of the Municipal Code.
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