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space use" means the use of essentially unimproved land or water 
for (1 ) "Preservation of natural resources," (2) "Managed 
production of resources," (3) "Outdoor recreation," and (4) "Public 
health and safety." 

Desirable Open Space 

Desirable open space is land which possesses open space 
characteristics which should be protected and where additional 
development controls such as proposed in this Plan are needed to 
conserve such characteristics. These lands may be either publicly or 
privately owned. Conservation of such characteristics is needed 
to insure the usefulness, safety and desirability of adjacent 
lands, and to maintain the overall health, safety, welfare and 
attractiveness of the community. 

It i s  not the intent of this plan to prohibit development of desirable 
open space if such development is consistent with the unique 
characteristics of land so designated. 

Application 
The policies and controls applied to both desirable open space and 
open space lands in this Plan are applicable only to lands so 
designated in this Plan or by separate Council action. 

Other Terms 

In order to clarify the intent and meaning of this Plan, the following 
terms are explained: 

"Unique natural features" are scenic viewpoints or natural 
features identified in community plans and/or by the Federal, 
State or County governments. 
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"Conservation" or "conserve" relate to the managed or controlled 

uses of open space. 
"Preservation " or "preserve" relate to the controlled nonuse, 

protection or preservation of open space. 
"Provision" or "provide" relate to the methods of regulation, 
acquisition, contract, etc., of open space. 

"Acquisition" or "acquire" relate to the purchase, condemnation, 
gift, grant, bequest, devise, lease, etc., dealing with open 
space lands. 

"Ecologically important area" relates to areas containing 
representatives of ecologically important habitat types. 

"Natural State" refers to essentially vacant land where vegetation 
and life systems existing therein are native to the area. 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE PLAN 

Goals 

To insure the preservation and conservation of sufficient open 
space to serve the recreational, environmental, health and 
safety needs of the City. 
To conserve unique natural features, scenic areas, cultural and 
appropriate historical monuments for the benefit and enioyment 
of the public. 
To provide an open space system which provides identity, form 
and a visual framework to the City. 
To conserve and/or preserve those open space areas containing 
the City's environmental resources including air and water. 
To provide access, where appropriate, to open space lands. 

Park System Along Hollywood Freeway, North 
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PRIVATELY OWNED OPEN SPACE LANDS AND 
DESIRABLE OPEN SPACE 

Subdivision and zoning regulations should provide standards 
emphasizing natural and topographic values and constraints 
through: density and/or intensity limitations, establishment of 
access standards, availability of public services, consideration of 
natural hazards, employment of aesthetic as well as safety 
aspects of grading practices and environmental preservation. 
This is especially important with respect to preservation of 
vegetative cover and minimization of sheet erosion. 
Zoning provisions to better control uses of privately owned 
open space areas should be enacted or revised including the 
establishment of an open space zone which shall provide for 
appropriate uses of open space consistent with this plan. 
Private development should be encouraged to provide ample 
landscaped spaces, malls, fountains, rooftop green areas and 
other aesthetic features which emphasize open space values 
through incentive zoning practices or other practicable means. 
Where development is allowed in ecologically important areas, 
the intensity of development should be kept at a minimum 
consistent with reasonable uses of the land. All measures should 
be taken to protect these areas including buffering ecologically 
important areas from conflicting or detrimental uses. 
Hazardous open space areas; including property especially 
subject to fire, steeply sloping hillsides and geologically unstable 
lands; are threats to the public safety. Proposals for their use 
should be evaluated in light of more restrictive grading 
requirements, better provision for access and lower densities 
and/or intensities of development. 
The City should provide for density transfers or reallocations to 
private land owners in order to secure and/or preserve open 
space areas, green belts, parks, cultural, historical and scenic features. 

Private development which occurs in proximity to desirable open 
space areas should include roads and trails adequate to serve 
both that development and the immediately adjacent recreation 
and open space areas. 

Desirable Open Space - Partially in Agricultural Use 















Recreatior~u~, Urban Shaping, Urban Improvement: 
Open Areas either in recreational use or with a potential for 
recreational use should be considered open space. 
Open areas serving to shape or improve urban development by 
separating communities, preventing urban sprawl, encouraging 
more desirable urban development or preventing urban blight 
may be considered open space. 

Managed Production of Natural Resources: 
Lands used for production of natural resources may be 
considered as open space. 

MULTIPLE USE OF OPEN SPACE 

Open space areas meeting more than one of the above criteria 
are considered especially desirable and should be treated 
accordingly. Costs as well as social consequences of each action 
should be considered in any decision affecting use of these lands. 

PRESERVATION, CONSERVATION, OR 
ACQUISITION - ORDER OF IMPORTANCE 

The order of importance for the creation, preservation, conservation 
or acquisition of open space areas or lands is as follows: 
1st Areas which should be maintained as open space in order to 

provide for public health and safety. This includes lands 
needed for life support systems such as the water supply, 
water recharge, water quality protection, wastewater 
disposal, solid waste disposal, air quality protection, energy 
production and noise prevention. Natural drainage channels, 
flood plains, fire hazard areas, airport clear zones and 
geological hazard areas are also open space necessary to the 
maintenance of public safety. 

2nd Scenic features, historic sites, natural resources, and other 
significant areas which are considered unique or irreplaceable 
in nature. This includes ecologically important areas. 

3rd Land well suited to recreational uses either through public 
acquisition or by privately owned and operated recreational 
facilities. 



4th Those lands in open space use which serve to link larger open 
space areas and the community and give form and identity 
to urban areas. 

The groupings indicated above are general in nature and do not 
reflect differences in quality or intensity of a particular need or 
area. Areas of open space which satisfy more than one of the above 
groupings should be given greater importance. 

Multiple Use of Open Space Del Rev Marsh 

Harbor Park Riding in Griffith Park 







PROGRAMS 
These programs establish a framework for guiding development of 
the open space system and open space areas in the City of 
Los Angeles. In general, they indicate those public and private actions 
which should take place during the life of the Plan. The described 
actions will require the use of a variety of implementation methods. 

GENERAL 

Studies and Plans 

Studies pertaining to the appropriate integration of the open 
space system with future freeways should be undertaken and 
their results integrated into freeway agreements with the State. 
The City should conduct an economic study to evaluate costs and 
benefits to the City and other public agencies of the potential 
uses of large vacant areas in the City including the Santa Monica 
Mountains, Verdugo Mountains, etc. 
The City should continue its investigation of alternatives to 
sanitary land fill as a means of disposal of solid waste in order 
that the natural areas intended for fill may be preserved. 
A study to determine the impact of development on the life 
systems of ecologically important areas should be prepared. 
(Special attention should be given to determine the effect of 
development in the mountains on regional air quality.) 
The use of public transportation to provide access to open space 
and recreation areas should be investigated and, where 
appropriate, provided. 

The City should investigate the use of fire resistant vegetation 
along roads and fire breaks in large open space areas as a 
means of fire control and enhancement of the environment. 

Hiking in the Local Hills 
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The feasibility of using reclaimed water for irrigating portions of 
these open space areas should be investigated and implemented 
if  practical. 
The City should explore all potential sources for financing the 
acquisition and/or development of open space. 
Qualitative standards should be developed for identifying 
ecologically important areas. 
The Open Space Plan should be reviewed and, if appropriate, 
revised every five years, or sooner, as conditions warrant. 
An Open Space standard for Los Angeles should be devised and 
appropriate studies and actions should be accomplished to apply 
the standard in the City. 
The City's Interim Public Recreation Plan should be updated and 
revised to provide for small parks especially in impacted areas. 
Programs to provide these green space and open areas 
should be initiated. 
The City should institute a study to find means for providing open 
areas in business and industrial areas in order to provide 
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recreational opportunities for employees and psychological relief 
from the work environment. A system providing for private 
financial participation in this effort should be developed. 
As part of their preparation or revision, all community or district 
plans should indicate those lands or sites considered as 
desirable open space or open space lands as defined in this Plan. 

Public Actions 

The City should participate with the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG) in preparing a 
comprehensive Conservation and Development Plan for the 
entire Santa Monica Mountains. 
The City should participate in the preparation of the Coastal 
Zone Conservation Plan and the Plan for the conservation and 
development of the Santa Monica Mountains and coastal area. 
Encourage other jurisdictions to maintain much of the vacant 
lands adjacent to the City as open space. 

Complete plans for the Big Tujunga Wash as part of the restudy 
of the Sunland-Tujunga-Shadow Hills-Lake View Terrace Plan. 
Add to the City's legislative program support for: 
a. Laws to clarify the City's rights to acquire open space by 

eminent domain. 
b. Revision of existing tax laws in order to encourage private 

land owners to preserve open space. 
c. Laws to establish regional parks in the Santa Monica and 

Santa Susana Mountains. 

d. Legislation providing for participation of higher levels of 
government in the preservation of open space through direct 
subvention of funds, reimbursement of maintenance and 
planning costs of local agencies and committing excess 
lands, as appropriate, for open space, should be enacted. 

e. Legislation to appropriate funds to local governments to 
replace monies lost as a result of reassessment of open space 
lands (such as provided for under the State of California 
Land Conservation Act), should be enacted. 







operation of regional open space facilities should be requested. 
Consider the special access and circulation needs of open space 
areas in the formulation of the City's Capital Improvement 
Program. 
State and Federal funding for the development of scenic drives 
should be sought. 
Comprehensive plans should be prepared for the planning, 
funding, and development of Mulholland Scenic Parkway 
including the adjoining scenic corridor. 

~ o k i n g  Southerly from Hansen Dam Park photo: Ed. Rondot - PL1 

- When permitted by the City Charter, the public agency 
responsible for public open space lands may consider leasing or 
acquiring, at reasonable cost, desirable open space areas owned 
by public agencies or private persons. 

The issuance of bonds for the acquisition of parks and other open 
space lands within the City should be explored. 
A system of bicycle, equestrian and hiking trails within areas 
surrounding the Santa Monica and Verdugo Mountains should 
be established. 

PUBLICLY OWNED OPEN SPACE LANDS NOT 
PRIMARILY IN  RECREATIONAL USE OR USED FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

The City Council should establish policies, plans, and programs 
for the administration of open space lands within the City. 
A committee of the General Plan Advisory Board should be set 
up to assist in this matter. 
Linear park and trail systems utilizing scenic highways, power 
transmission rights-of-way, flood control channels and 
abandoned railroad rights-of-way should be established. 
Consistent with their primary use, appropriate publicly owned 
lands not primarily used for recreation and environment 
protection should be utilized for limited recreation. The 
Department of Recreation and Parks should contract and be 
responsible for developing these areas for recreation. " 
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Roads through desirable open space areas should be designed to 5 
emphasize scenic values and to accommodate recreational OC 
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activities such as hiking, equestrian and bicycle trails. w 
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