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DRAFT   FOR   PUBLIC   COMMENT   -   MAY   2021   
An  ordinance  amending  the  Los  Angeles  Municipal  Code  (LAMC)  in  order  to  create  a                
Wildlife  Ordinance  District  that  establishes  regulations  restricting  the  location,  size  and             
height  of  structures,  and  grading,  landscaping  and  design  requirements  within  the  Wildlife              
Ordinance   District.   
  

THE   PEOPLE   OF   THE   CITY   OF   LOS   ANGELES   DO   ORDAIN   AS   FOLLOWS:   
  

SEC.   13.##.    WILDLIFE   ORDINANCE.      (Added   by   Ord.   No.   ###,###,   Eff.   #/#/##.)   
  

A.   Purpose.  This  section  sets  forth  procedures  and  standards  for  the  Wildlife  Ordinance.               
The  purpose  of  the  Wildlife  Ordinance  is   to  maintain  and  protect  existing  wildlife  and  their                 
ecosystems  and  to  provide  co-benefits  including  climate  resilience,  resource  management,            
and  public  health,  by  providing  standards  and  regulations  applicable  to  development  in              
ecologically  important  areas.  This  is  achieved  through  a  balance  between  private  property              
development  and  enhancement  of  habitat  areas  vital  for  wildlife  connectivity.  Protecting  and              
maintaining  areas  for  wildlife  also  serves  the  purposes  of  addressing  safety  and  hazard               
mitigation  (specifically  wildfire,  flooding,  and  erosion)  while  also  addressing  water  and  air              
quality.  The  overall  intent  of  the  ordinance  is  to  achieve  protection  of  natural  resources,                
wildlife,   and   open   space   and   thereby   advance   sustainability   and   resilience   goals   for   the   City.   
  

B.   Establishment  of  District.   The  provisions  of  this  ordinance  shall  apply  to  all  properties                
identified  within  the  Wildlife  Ordinance  District.  The  Wildlife  Ordinance  District  shall             
apply  to  all  zones  including  publicly  and  privately  zoned  land.  A  Wildlife  Ordinance  District                
may  encompass  an  area  which  is  designated,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  a  Historic  Preservation                  
Overlay  Zone  (HPOZ),  Specific  Plan,  Supplemental  Use  District  and/or  other  overlay  or              
zoned   district.    See   Map   A:   Wildlife   Ordinance   District   Map .   
  

C.   Relationship  to  other  Zoning  Regulations.  Wherever  the  provisions  of  the  Wildlife              
Ordinance  conflict  with  any  provisions  of  Supplemental  Use  Districts,  specific  plans,             
overlays  or  the  underlying  zone,  the  Wildlife  Ordinance  provision  shall  prevail,  unless              
explicitly   specified   in   this   ordinance.   
  

D.  Applicability.   The  provisions  of  this  Section  apply  to  any  Project  that  involves  grading,               
construction,  erection  of,  or  addition  to  or  structural  alteration  of  any  building  or  structure                
which  requires  the  issuance  of  any  demolition  permit,  building  permit,  fencing,  foundation              
permit,  or  grading  permit.  Projects  that  only  involve  interior  construction  and  additions  that               
do  not  exceed  500  square  feet  are  not  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Section,  except  within                   
a  Resource  Buffer.  Within  a  Resource  Buffer,  no  permit  shall  be  issued  for  grading,                
construction,   erection   of,   or   addition   to   or   structural   alteration   of   any   building   or   structure.   
  

E.  Definitions.   Whenever  the  following  terms  are  used  in  this  Ordinance,  they  shall  be                
construed  as  defined  in  this  Section.  Words  and  phrases  not  defined  herein  shall  be                
construed   as   defined   in   LAMC   Section   12.03.    (Sources   are   referenced   in   italics.)   
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harm  to  the  environment,  economy,  or  human  health.  ( California  Invasive  Plant  Council,              
2020)   

  
Landscape  Practitioner .  Any  person  licensed  by  the  State  of  California  to  design,  install  or                
maintain  landscape  or  irrigation  systems.  Any  person  specifically  exempted  by  the  State              
from  the  licensing  requirements  in  the  field  of  landscape  or  land  management.  Any  owner                
who  designs,  installs  or  maintains  landscaping  or  irrigation  systems  on  his  or  her  own                
property    (City   of   Los   Angeles   Landscape   Ordinance,   1996)   

  
Native  Trees.   Any  single  trunk  Native  Plant,  including  those  identified  as  Protected  Trees,               
which  measures  four  inches  or  more  in  diameter,  4  feet  6  inches  above  the  ground  level  at                   
the  base  of  the  plant;  or  any  multiple  trunk  Native  Plant  which  measures  twelve  inches  or                  
more  in  diameter  immediately  below  the  lowest  branch;  or  any  Native  Plant  planted               
pursuant  to  a  permit  to  relocate  or  remove  trees.   (Mount  Washington  /  Glassell  Park  Specific                 
Plan)     

  
Open  Space.   Any  parcel  or  area  of  land  or  water  that  is  zoned  or  designated  for  Open                   
Space,  essentially  unimproved  and  devoted  to  an  open-space  use,  including:  (1)  preservation              
of  natural  resources,  e.g.,  preservation  of  flora  and  fauna,  animal  habitats,  bird  flyways,               
ecologic  and  other  scientific  study  areas,  watershed;  (2)  managed  production  of  resources,              
e.g.,  recharge  of  ground  water  basins  or  containing  mineral  deposits  that  are  in  short  supply;                 
(3)  outdoor  recreation,  e.g.,  beaches,  waterways,  utility  easements,  trails,  scenic  highway             
corridors;  and/or  (4)  public  health  and  safety,  e.g.,  flood,  seismic,  geologic  or  fire  hazard                
zones,   air   quality   enhancement.    (Los   Angeles   General   Plan   Conservation   Element,   2001)   

  
Permeable,  Features .  Structural,  landscape,  or  other  design  elements  which  are  permeable             
per  LAMC  12.40,  for  example,  but  not  limited  to,  wooden  decks,  permeable  driveway               
pavers,   grass-crete,   landscape   planting   areas,   gravel,   mulch,   and   other   such   surfaces.   
  

Planting  Area.   The  area  on  a  lot  designated  and  designed  for  plants  and  includes  zones  A,                  
B   and   C.     See   Rules   of   Measurement   Section   H.   

  
Project.  The  construction  of  any  building  or  structure,  or  the  addition  to,  alteration,               
conversion,  or  change  of  use  of  any  land,  building  or  structure  on  a  lot  located  in  whole  or  in                     
part  within  the  Wildlife  Ordinance  area;  or  any  construction,  alteration,  conversion,  or              
change  of  use  of  any  building,  structure  or  land  in  the  right-of-way.  Grading,  and/or                
vegetation  removal  of  Protected  or  Significant  Trees  constitutes  a  Project.  For  purposes  of               
this   Ordinance,   the   term   Project   shall   not   include   interior   remodeling.     

  
Protected  Tree  or  Shrub.  Any  of  the  following  Southern  California  indigenous  tree              
species,  which  measure  four  inches  or  more  in  cumulative  diameter,  four  and  one-half  feet                
above  the  ground  level  at  the  base  of  the  tree,  or  any  of  the  following  Southern  California                   
indigenous  shrub  species  which  contains  at  least  one  stem  that  measures  four  inches  or  more                 
in   diameter,   four   and   one-half   feet   above   the   ground   level   at   the   base   of   the   shrub:     

  
Protected   Trees:     
(a)  Oak  tree  including  Valley  Oak   (Quercus  lobata)   and  California  Live  Oak              
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( Quercus  agrifolia) ,  or  any  other  tree  of  the  oak  genus  indigenous  to              
Southern   California   but   excluding   the   Scrub   Oak    (Quercus   berberidifolia) .     
(b)   Southern   California   Black   Walnut    (Juglans   california)     
(c)   Western   Sycamore    (Platanus   racemosa)     
(d)   California   Bay    (Umbellularia   californica)   

  
Protected   Shrubs:     
(a)   Mexican   Elderberry    (Sambucus   mexicana)     
(b)   Toyon    (Heteromeles   arbutifolia)     
(See   Protected   Tree   Ordinance   LAMC   Art   6   46.00)   

  
Total  Floor  Area,  Hillside.   The  area  in  square  feet  confined  within  the  exterior  walls  of  a                  
building  on  any  hillside  lot  located  in  any  zone  in  the  Wildlife Ordinance  District ,  including                 
the  area  of  stairways,  shafts,  covered  automobile  parking  areas  and  basement  storage  areas,               
and  excluding  uncovered  outdoor  decks.  Any  floor  or  portion  of  a  floor  with  a  ceiling  height                  
greater  than  14  feet  shall  count  as  twice  the  square  footage  of  that  area.  The  area  of                   
stairways  and  elevator  shafts  shall  only  be  counted  once  regardless  of  ceiling  height.  Area  of                 
an  attic  or  portion  of  an  attic  with  a  ceiling  height  of  more  than  7  feet  shall  be  included  in                      
the   Residential   Floor   Area   calculation.   ( Glassell   Park/Mount   Washington,   BHO )  

  
Resource.   Ridgelines,  open  space,  lakes,  reservoirs,  ponds,  marshes,  seeps,  springs,            
streams,  creeks,  rivers,  Riparian  Areas,  open  flood  channels,  storm  drains,  and  public             
easements.  These  may  be  mapped  or  unmapped  and  shall  be  identified  by  the  project  or                 
project  reviewer  when  they  exist  on  site.  Resources  include  many  geologic  features,              
atmospheric  features,  water  features,  vegetation,  animal  species,  wildlife  corridors,  and            
ecosystem  services  which  contribute  to  the  overall  quality  of  the  natural  and  built               
environment.    Resources   are   identified   in   Map   B:   Draft   Resource   Areas.   
  

Resource  Buffer.   Area  extending  outward  from  an  identified  resource  where  development             
is   generally   prohibited.    See   Rules   of   Measurement   Section   H.1   of   this   Ordinance.     
 
Ridgelines.   The  natural  crests  of  the  mountains  that  bisect  and  surround  the  City.  ( Proposed                
Ridgeline   Ordinance)   

  
Riparian   Area.    Land   that   borders   a   stream   or   river.    (One   Water   LA,   2017)   

  
Riparian  Vegetation.   Plants  contiguous  to  and  affected  by  surface  and  subsurface             
hydrologic  features  of  perennial  or  intermittent  water  bodies  (rivers,  streams,  lakes,  or              
drainage  ways).  Riparian  Areas  have  one  or  both  of  the  following  characteristics:  1)               
distinctly  different  vegetative  species  than  adjacent  areas,  and/or  2)  species  similar  to              
adjacent  areas  but  exhibiting  more  vigorous  or  robust  growth  forms.  Riparian  Areas  are               
usually   transitional   between   wetland   and   upland.    (LACo   SEA   Guide,   2020)     

  
Significant  Tree.  Any  tree  which  measures  12  inches  or  more  in  diameter  at  four  and                 
one-half  feet  above  the  average  natural  grade  at  the  base  of  the  tree  and/or  is  more  than  35                    
feet   in   height.    (Mount   Washington   /   Glassell   Park   Specific   Plan,   1993)   
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Stream,  Hillside .  Any  perennial  or  intermittent  watercourse  or  river  identified  on  United              
States  Geological  Survey  Maps.   (LAMC  Sec.  12.40) .  Any  mapped  or  unmapped             
watercourse  having  a  surface  or  subsurface  flow  that  supports  or  has  supported  riparian               
vegetation.   
  

Water  Resources .  Sources  of  permanent  or  intermittent  surface  water,  including,  but  not              
limited  to,  lakes,  reservoirs,  ponds,  rivers,  streams,  marshes,  seeps  springs,  vernal  pools,  and               
playas.    (LA   County   Significant   Ecological   Areas   Ordinance)    

  
Wetland .  An  area  periodically  inundated  by  surface  water  or  groundwater.  Wetlands  support              
plant  and  animal  life,  filter  pollutants  in  stream  courses,  provide  flood  control  and  erosion                
prevention,   and   may   provide   recreational   opportunities.    (One   Water   LA,   2017)   

  
Wildlife-Friendly  Fencing.   Fencing  which  supports  habitat  connectivity  and  wildlife           
movement  through  appropriate  location,  extent,  and  design.   See  Section  F.2C  of  this              
Ordinance  for  dimensional  standards.  Non-combustible  materials  are  encouraged  but  not            
required.  Prohibited  materials  include  spikes,  glass,  chain  link,  barbed  wire,  razor  wire,  and               
concertina  wire.  All  hollow  fence  posts  or  fences  with  top  holes,  such  as  metal  pipes,  shall                  
be  capped  to  prevent  trapping  or  injuring  wildlife.   Chain  link,  barbed  wire,  and  concertina                
wire   fences   are   prohibited.   

  
  

F.    Development   Regulations   
  

1. Setbacks &   Hillside   Impermeable   Coverage   
  

(a) Intent   
  

(1) To  retain  unobstructed  spaces  for  vegetation  and  wildlife  for  habitat            
preservation.    

  
(2) To   minimize   land   and   native   vegetation   disturbance.   

  
(3) To  provide  connections  for  wildlife  by  maintaining  unobstructed  space           

between   properties   and   minimizing   obstacles   to   natural   open   spaces.   
  

(4) To   retain   adequate   space   between   structures   to   address   fire   safety.   
  

(5) To  reduce  the  amount  of  Impermeable  surface  areas  on  site,  in  order  to               
control   drainage   and   increase   water   percolation   in   the   hillsides.    

  
(6) To  reduce  the  potential  for  down-slope  flooding,  Sediment  deposits  and            

pollution   in   waterways.   
  

(7) To  provide  a  degree  of  design  flexibility  for  a  wide  variety  of  lot  sizes,                
shapes   and   topographies   in   hillside   areas.   
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(b)  Minimum  Front  or  Rear  Yards.  The  minimum  Front  or  Rear  Yard  Setback  for                 

any  Zone  shall  be  no  less  than  10  feet  on  either  side.  Where  there  are  Prevailing                  
Setbacks  as  outlined  in   Section  12.21  C.10(a)(1)  and  12.21.A.7 ,  the  minimum             
front   yard   required   by   this   Ordinance   per    Subsection   F.1(b )   shall   apply.   
  

(c)   Minimum  Side  Yards.   The  minimum  Side  Yard  Setback  for  any  Zone  shall  be                
no   less   than   5   feet.   

  
(d)   Cumulative  Front  Yard  and  Rear  Yard  Setback  Option.   For  all  structures,              

including  accessory  structures,  the  minimum  Front  and  Rear  Yards  setback            
requirements  set  forth  in  the   LAMC  12.21  C.10.(a)  can  be  calculated             
cumulatively,  as  set  forth  in  Example  1.1  but  in  no  event  shall  a  single  Front  or                  
Rear  Yard  setback  be  less  than  the  Minimum  Front  Yard  or  Minimum  Rear  Yard                
requirements. Notwithstanding   Section  12.21  C.10(a)(1)  and   12.21.A.7(a)        
Prevailing  Yards  requirements  do  not  apply.  When  the  front  lot  line  is  not               
straight,  a  straight  line  connecting  the  points  where  the  side  lot  lines  and  the  front                 
lot  line  intersect  shall  be  used.  When  through-lots  have  two  front  yards,  the               
setback   shall   be   provided   along   both   front   lot   lines.   
  

(e)   Cumulative  Side  Yards  Setbacks  Option.    For  all  structures,  including            
buildings,  and  accessory  structures,  the  minimum  Side  Yard  setback           
requirements  set  forth  in  the   LAMC  12.21  C.10.(a)  may  be  calculated             
cumulatively  but  in  no  event  shall  a  single  Side  Yard  setback  be  less  than  the                 
Minimum  Side  Yard  requirement.  Notwithstanding  12.21  C.10.3(iii),  bonus          
Residential   Floor   Area   incentive   is   not   available.   
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Example   1.1:   Cumulative   Yards   w/   Existing   Setback   Requirements   from   BHO   

Lot   Dimension   Lot   Area   Zone   

100'   x   100'   10,000   sq   ft   RE9   

  Required   Yards   per   BHO     
Cumulative   
Example   A   

Cumulative   
Example   B   

Cumulative   
Example   C   Minimum   

Front   Yard   20’    (100   x   20%)   10'   35'   22.5'   10'   

Rear   Yard   25’   (100   x   25%)   35   10'   22.5'   10'   

Total   Required   45’     (20’+25’)   45'   45'   45'     

  Required   Yards   per   BHO     
CumulativeEx 
ample   A   

Cumulative   
Example   B   

Cumulative   
Example   C   Minimum   

Side   Yard   A   7'   5'   9'   7'   5'   

Side   Yard   B   7'   9'   5'   7'   5'   

Total   Required   14'   14'   14'   14'   10'   



  DRAFT   WILDLIFE   ORDINANCE   5/4/21   

  
(f)  Maximum  Hillside  Impermeable  Coverage.   For  any  zone,  the  Maximum            

Hillside  Impermeable  Coverage  shall  not  exceed  the  calculation  and           
corresponding   formula   set   forth   in    Table   1.2 .     

    

  
(g)  Permeable  Features  Exemption .  Permeable  Features  are  exempt  from  the             

Maximum   Hillside   Impermeable   Coverage.  See   Section   E    of   this   Ordinance .     
  
  

2.    Fences,   Walls   and   Hedges   
  

(a) Intent   
  

(1) To  retain  unobstructed  spaces  between  properties  to  preserve  wildlife           
connectivity,  native  vegetation,  habitat  areas,  biodiversity  and  year-round          
sources  of  food  and  shelter  for  wildlife  by  limiting  disturbance  to  soils,             
vegetation   and   habitat   areas.   
  

(2) To  support  the  movement  of  native  animal  and  plant  species  necessary  for              
healthy  wildlife  populations  and  biodiversity  across  the  built  and  natural            
environment  by  maintaining  connectivity  through  appropriate  fencing         
location,   extent,   and   design.   
  

(3) To  preserve  contiguous  habitat  areas  and  minimize  fragmentation  of  habitats            
by   limiting   the   extent   of   Impermeable   fencing   on   or   near   property   lines.   
  

(4) To  minimize  dangerous  conditions  by  regulating  fencing  materials  that  could            
be  hazardous  to  wildlife,  e.g.  spikes,  glass,  razors,  nets,  uncapped  tops  and              
material   that   could   pose   fire   hazards,   such   as   highly   combustible   material.   
  

(5) To   retain   adequate   space   between   structures   to   address   fire   safety.   
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Table   1.2      Maximum   Hillside    Impermeable   Coverage     
Maximum   Hillside   Impermeable   Coverage   =   (Lot   Size)(Percentage)   

LOT   SIZE   (Sq   ft)   PERCENTAGE  

0   -   5,000   0.479   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   0)   X   0.029]   /   5,000}   

>5000   -   10,000   0.450   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   5,000)   X   0.029]   /   5,000}   

>10,000   -   15,000   0.421   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   10,000)   X   0.029]   /   5,000}   

>15,000   -   20,000   0.392   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   15,000)   X   0.029]   /   5,000}   

>20,000   -   25,000   0.363   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   20,000)   X   0.029]   /   5,000}   

>25,000   -   30,000   0.334   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   25,000)   X   0.029]   /   5,000}   

>30,000   -   35,000   0.305   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   30,000)   X   0.029]   /   5,000}   

>35,000     0.276   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   35,000)   X   0.029]   /   5,000}   
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(b)    Fencing   Location   
  

(1) Perimeter  Fence,  Wall  or  Privacy  Screen.    Any  fencing,  wall,  or  privacy             
screen  located  along  the  property  perimeter  to  delineate  property  boundaries            
or  projecting  into  required  setback  areas,   as  required  per  Section  1  of  this               
Ordinance ,   must    be   Wildlife-Friendly.     
  

(2) Interior  Setback  Fencing.    Any  fencing  that  does  not  comply  with            
Wildlife-Friendly  Fencing   standards ,  such  as  solid  fences,  walls,  or  screens            
shall  be  located  entirely  outside  of  required  setback  and  Resource  Buffer             
areas,   per  Section  4  of  this  Ordinance ,  and  thereby  only  permitted  along  the               
interior  of  the  Setback  area  or  entirely  outside  of  the  Setback  area  in  order  to                 
protect  structures  and  residences  from  wildlife  incursions,  provide  security,           
or  contain  livestock  and  companion  animals  outside  of  undisturbed  natural            
areas.       

  
(3) Public  Facility  Zone,  Open  Space  Zones,  Utility  and  Open  Space            

Easements.   Any  fencing,  wall,  or  privacy  screen  located  on  Public  Facility             
and  Open  Space  zones,  utility  and  Open  Space  easements  must  be             
Wildlife-Friendly.  Security  fencing  may  be  approved  through  Alternative          
Compliance    per   Section   J   of   this   Ordinance .   
  

(4) Vacant  Lots.   Any  fencing,  wall,  or  privacy  screen  located  on  vacant  lots              
must   be   Wildlife-Friendly.   

  
(c)  Fence  Height  &  Opacity.   Wildlife-Friendly  Fencing  is  limited  in  height,  must              

maintain  minimum  clearance  above  the  ground  and  have  an  overall  opacity   not             
greater  than  50%.   See  Table  2.1  for  dimensional  requirements  and  Section  H.2  for               
opacity   Rules   of   Measurement.      

  

  
(d)   Fence  Material.   All  fencing  shall  be  constructed  with  materials  that  are  not               

harmful   to   wildlife   and   shall   conform   to   the   following.    
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Table   2.1   Dimensional   Standards     
  Wildlife-Friendly   Fencing   Other   Fencing   

  Front   Setback   Side/Rear   Setbacks   Outside   of   the   Setback   Area   

Fence/Wall/Screen         

Max   Height   3.5'   6'   6'   

Max   Opacity   below   3.5’   in   height   0%   50%   0%   

Max   Opacity   above    3.5'   in   height   n/a   50%   0%   

Hedge         

Max   Height   8'   10'   10'   



  DRAFT   WILDLIFE   ORDINANCE   5/4/21   

  
  

(1) Encouraged   Materials.    Non-combustible   materials   are   encouraged.   
  

(2) Prohibited  Materials.  Prohibited  materials  include  spikes,  glass,  or  razor           
wire.  All  hollow  fence  posts  or  fences  with  top  holes,  such  as  metal  pipes,                
shall  be  capped  to  prevent  the  entrapment  or  laceration  of  wildlife.   Chain              
link,   barbed   wire,   and   concertina   wire   fences   are   prohibited.   

  
(3) Hedges.   Hedges  shall   maintain  openings  or  spacing  at  ground  level  with  a              

minimum of  1  foot-wide  and  1  foot  in  height  between  bottom  of  Hedge  and               
ground  level.  All  Hedges  shall  also  conform  to  the  Vegetation  Section  of  this               
Ordinance.  Species  must  be  selected  from  the  Preferred   Plant  List  in             
Appendix  B   and  be  kept  trimmed  and  maintained   pursuant  to  the             
Landscaping   Irrigation   requirements   of   LAMC   12.41.B1 .     

  
3.   Slope,   Floor   Area   &   Grading     
  

(a) Intent    
  

(1) To  minimize  the  removal  and  disturbance  of  biological  Resources,  landscape            
features,   and   undeveloped   areas.    
  

(2) To  minimize  terrain  modification,  land  disturbance,  and  alteration  of           
topographic   and   geological   Features.    
    

(3) To  reduce  erosion  and  preserve  the  natural  topography  and  native  biota  by              
maintaining   mature   hillside   vegetation   and   trees.   
  

(4) To  minimize  fire  hazard  by  limiting  alteration  and  development  on  steep             
slopes,   particularly   south   facing   slopes.   
  

(5) To  reduce  the  potential  for  overall  loss  of  soil  and  support  functional  wildlife               
movement  and  connectivity  by  minimizing  disturbance  or  grading  of           
hillsides.   
  

(6) To  improve  natural  water  percolation  and  minimize  water  flows  due  to             
impermeable  surfaces  by  limiting  development  footprint  and  reducing          
impermeable   surface   areas   in   hillsides.    
  

(7) To  reduce  potential  for  surface  erosion,  soil  instability  or  landslides  by             
limiting   disturbance   on   steep   slopes.   
  

(8) To  preserve  the  natural  setting  and  scenic  characteristics  of  the  Santa  Monica              
Mountains.   
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(b)  Slopes  in  Excess  of  100%.   No  grading  or  structure  shall  be  developed  on  natural                

slopes  in  excess  of  100%  and  greater   as  identified  on  the  Slope  Analysis  Map  per                 
12.21.C.10(b)(1) ,  including  projects  utilizing  Guaranteed  Minimums  per   Table          
12.21   C.10-3    of   the   Baseline   Hillside   Ordinance   (BHO).     

  
(c)  Slopes  in  Excess  of  60%  Residential  Floor  Area  Allocation.   Notwithstanding             

Section  12.21.C.10(b)  Table  12.21  C.10-2a ,   Residential  Floor  Area  (RFA)           
contained  in  all  Buildings  and  Accessory  Buildings  shall  not  be  allocated  for              
slopebands   greater   than   60%.   

   
(d)   Grading  Exemptions  Do  Not  Apply.   Grading  quantities  subject  to   12.21.C.10(f)             

Exemptions   ii   and   iv   below   do   not   apply   in   the   Wildlife   Ordinance   District:   
  

500   cby   for   Driveways   Exemption   
(ii)  Cut  and/or  Fill,  up  to  500  cubic  yards,  for  driveways  to  the  required                
parking  or  fire  department  turnaround  closest  to  the  accessible  Street  for             
which   a   Lot   has   ingress/egress   rights.   

 
Cut   Underneath   Footprint   Exemption   
(iv)  Fill  resulting  from  Cut  underneath  the  footprint  of  the  main  Building,              
not   to   exceed   50   percent   of   said   Cut.   

  
(e)   Remedial  Grading  on  60%  or  Greater  Slopes.   Notwithstanding   12.21.C.10(f) ,            

all  remedial  grading   as  defined  in   LAMC  Section  12.03 ,  on  or  of  slopes  greater                
than  or  equal  to  60%  shall  be  counted  toward  the  Maximum  By-Right  Grading               
Quantity.     

  
(f)   Remedial  Grading  over  1000  c.y.  Notwithstanding   12.21.C.10(f) ,  all  remedial            

grading,   as  defined  in   Section  12.03  of  the  LAMC ,  greater  than  1000  c.y.  shall  be                 
subject  to  the  provisions  of   LAMC  12.24.X.28.   Remedial  grading  that  would  result              
in  substantial  landform  alteration  shall  not  be  permitted  where  project            
alternatives,  including  but  not  limited  to,  deepened  foundations,  caissons,  soldier            
piles   could   be   utilized   to   provide   equivalent   geologic   stability.   

  
(g)   Site  Plan  Review:  Procedures  for  developments  larger  than  10,000  square            

feet.  The  construction,  erection,  addition  to,  enlargement  of  or  reconfiguration  of             
any  structure  that  has  a  cumulative  Total  Floor  Area  of  10,000  square  feet  or                
larger  shall  require  a  Site  Plan  Review,  pursuant  to   LAMC  Section  16.05 ,  before               
the   issuance   of   related   permits   and   entitlements.   

  
4.    Resource   Buffers   

  
(a) Intent   

  
(1) To  preserve  wildlife  connectivity,  native  vegetation, habitat  areas,  and          

year-round  sources  of  food  and  shelter  for  wildlife  by  limiting  disturbance  to              
soils,   waterways,   vegetation   and   habitat   areas.   
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(2) To  limit  the  harmful  effects  of  development  on  adjacent  undeveloped  areas             

due  to  the  introduction  of  structures  which  can  displace  habitat  and  constitute              
barriers   to   wildlife   movement.    
  

(3) To  limit  the  displacement  of  native  plant  and  animal  species  by  managing  the               
impacts   of   landscaping   on   adjacent   undeveloped   areas.   
  

(4) To  support  native  ecology  and  biodiversity  by  limiting  the  removal  of             
vegetation,   soils,   or   other   natural   materials   from   wildlife   areas.    
  

(5) To  limit  the  impact  of Projects  that  may  change the  hydraulic  characteristics            
of  a  watercourse  through  erosion,  siltation,  sedimentation  or  debris           
accumulation   or   other   alterations.   
  

(6) To  protect  and  enhance  the  water  quality  of  the  city’s  watersheds  by  limiting               
impacts   of development   which   can   discharge   pollutants   into   watercourses.   
  

(7) To  support  adequate  watercourse  drainage  by  limiting  impermeable  surface           
areas   which   could   prevent   water   percolation.   
  

(8) To  improve  wildlife  mobility  and  connectivity  opportunities  along  natural           
unobstructed  features  such  as  Water  Resources,  Ridgelines,  and  Open           
Spaces.    
  

(9) To  maintain  undisturbed  Open  Space  land  for  habitats  and  preserve  natural             
characteristics   of   ecosystems,   particularly   hillsides   and   Riparian   Areas.   
  

(10) To   retain   Open   Space   land   for   recreational   and   educational   opportunities.   
  

(11) To  maintain  adequate  buffers  between  structures  and  Open  Space,           
undeveloped   areas   and   Resource   areas   to   protect   wildlife.   

  
(b) Resource  Buffer  Requirement.     No  structure  shall  be  constructed  and  no  earth             

shall  be  disturbed  within  the  required  Resource  Buffer  set  forth  in   Table  4.1 .  If  the                 
required  buffer  overlaps  with  another  required  setback,  the  more  restrictive            
standard   shall   apply.      Resources   are   mapped   in   Map   B:   Draft   Resource   Areas.   
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Table   4.1   Resource   Buffer   Requirement   

Resource   Size   Required   Buffer   

Lakes,   reservoirs,   ponds   any   size   50’   

Rivers,   streams,   creeks,   riparian   any   size   50’   

Wetlands   any   size   50’   

Open   channel,   catch   basin,   (public)   easements   any   size   15’   

Ridgelines   any   size   50’   

Open   Space   any   size   50’   
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5.    Vegetation   &   Landscaping   
  

(a) Intent     
  

(1) To  retain  significant  trees,  native  trees  and  native  vegetation  to  support             
habitat  preservation,  biodiversity,  wildlife  connectivity,  stormwater        
infiltration,   landscape   succession,   and   carbon   sequestration.     
  

(2) To  retain  significant  trees,  native  trees  and  native  vegetation  to  promote             
climate  adaptation,  provide  shade  and  cool  temperatures  on  extreme  heat            
days  and  to  reduce  urban  heat  island  effect,  air  pollution,  noise  pollution,  and               
electricity   consumption.     
  

(3) To  preserve  native  and  rare  species  that  are  difficult  to  replace,  such  as  black                
walnut,   in   order   to   retain   biodiversity   and   ecological   health.   
  

(4) To  improve  watershed  health  and  slope  stability  by  limiting  land  disturbance             
and   maintaining   vegetation.   
  

(5) To  improve  public  health  by  fostering  mental  health  benefits  of  trees,             
vegetation,   and   other   natural   spaces.   
  

(6) To  minimize  fire  hazard  by  prohibiting  planting  of  invasive  and  fire             
hazardous   vegetation.   

  
(b)  Native  Tree  Requirement.  For  a  Project  consisting  of  new  construction,  addition              

or  land  disturbance,  one  tree  must  be  planted  on  site  for  every  1,000  square  feet  of                  
new  floor  area,  with  a  minimum  of  one  (1)  Native  tree  required.  Preserving  onsite                
Native  Tree(s)  qualifies  for  this  requirement.  See  eligible  species  listed  in  the              
Preferred   Plant   List   from   Appendix   B.     

  
(c)   Significant  and  Protected  Tree  Relocation  or  Removal.  No  Significant  or             

Protected  Tree  may  be  relocated  or  removed  unless  they  are  replaced  at  the               
required  ratio  shown  in  Table  5.1.  Removal  shall  include  any  act  which  will  cause                
a  Significant  or  Protected  Tree  to  die,  including  but  not  limited  to,  acts  which                
inflict  damage  upon  the  root  system  or  other  part  of  the  tree  by  fire,  application  of                  
toxic  substances,  operation  of  equipment  or  machinery,  or  by  changing  the  natural              
grade  of  land  by  excavation  or  filling  dripline  area  around  the  trunk,  or  by                
changing  the  local  drainage  pattern,  either  inside  or  outside  the  dripline,  such  that               
it  significantly  affects  the  amount  of  water  that  reaches  the  tree  roots.   (This               
section  expands  Protected  Tree  Ordinance  relocation/removal  requirements  to          
Significant   trees.)   

  
(d)   Replacement  of  Significant  Trees.  If  there  is  a  loss  of  any  Significant  Tree,  the                  

tree  shall  be  replaced  by  new  Native  Trees  at  a  ratio  of  2:1.   See  Table  5.1  for                   
replacement   ratio   requirement   and   Prefered   Plant   List   in   Appendix   B .     
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(e)   No  Dripline  Interference.  No  grading  or  other  construction  activity  shall  occur              

within  the  Driplines  of  a  Significant  Tree  or  Protected  Tree.  If  digging  of  trenches               
within  the  dripline  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  installation  of  utilities,  hand              
tools   or   small   hand   held   power   equipment   shall   be   used   to   avoid   cutting   roots.     

  
(f)   Dead  and/or  Fallen   Trees.    Any  certified  dead  or  fallen  tree  which  is  of  a                 

Protected  Tree  species  shall  be  replaced  per  the  Significant  Tree  replacement             
ratios.  Dead  or  fallen  tree  material  should  be  retained  on  site  as  mulch,  compost,                
soil  amendment  or  as  otherwise  recommended  by  a  tree  specialist.  Dead  or  fallen               
trees  should  be  left  in  place  where  they  are  outside  the  Los  Angeles  Fire                
Department   brush   clearance   zone   when   possible.   

  
(1) Emergency  Removal  of  Dead  Trees .  An  exemption  for  emergency  removal            

may  be  obtained  if  a  visual  inspection  by  the  Fire  Department  determines              
removal  is  necessary  due  to  a  hazardous  or  dangerous  condition  (e.g.  disease,              
potential  for  spreading  pest  and  pathogen  infestation  to  other  trees,  blocking             
public  roadways,  etc.).  Any  emergency  removal  of  infested,  dead,  or  fallen             
trees  which  have  been  shown  to  have  a  disease  or  infestation  should  follow               
proper   Best   Management   Practices   for   tree   removal   and   disposal.     

  
(g)   Minimum  Undisturbed  or  Plant  Coverage.   The  Minimum  Undisturbed  or  Plant             

Coverage  shall  not  be  less  than  that  set  forth  in  Table  5.2  and  Rules  of                 
Measurement.     
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Table   5.1   Replacement   Ratio/   Tree   Requirement   

  Replacement   Ratio   Eligible   Trees   for   Replacement   

Protected   Trees     4:1   Any   Protected   Trees   Species:   Oak,   Sycamore,   
Black   Walnut,   Bay   Laurel,   Mexican   Elderberry,   
Toyon   

Significant   Trees     2:1   See   eligible   tree   species   in   Preferred   Plant   List.     

Native   Tree   1:1,000   square   feet   of   floor   area   
(New   Construction   Planting   
Requirement,   not   replacement)   

See   eligible   tree   species   in   Preferred   Plant   List.   
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(1) Undisturbed  areas,  existing  vegetation,  and  any  newly  landscaped  or  planted            

areas   shall   count   toward   the   Minimum   Undisturbed   or   Plant   Coverage.   
  

   
  

(h)  Prohibited  Plants.  No  plant  species  identified  on  the  Prohibited  Plant  List  from               
Appendix   C   shall   be   planted   in   the   Wildlife   Ordinance   District.     

  
(i)  Wildlife-Friendly  and  Firewise  Landscaping  Requirements.   Any  newly  planted           

or  landscaped  area  shall  comply  with  the  following  Planting  Zones  in  order  to               
increase  habitat  value  and  resist  the  spread  of  fire.   See  Section  H.4  Rules  of                
Measurement   for   Planting   Zone   measurements   of   this   Ordinance.   

 
(1) Planting  Zone  A. Any  newly  landscaped  or  planted  area  shall  consist  of  a               

minimum  of  50%  native  species,  chosen  from  among  the  species  listed  in  the               
Preferred   Plant   List   from   Appendix   B.     
  

(2) Planting  Zone  B  &  C . Any  newly  landscaped  or  planted  area  within              
Planting  Zone  B  &  C  shall  consist  of  a  minimum  of  75%  native  species,                
chosen  from  among  the  species  listed  in  the  Preferred  Plant  List  from              
Appendix  B.  Zone  C  should  blend  with  the  existing  surrounding  natural             
vegetation  and  be  managed  in  accordance  with  LAFD  standards  to  facilitate             
firefighting.  See  Section  H.4  Rules  of  Measurement  for  Planting  Zone             
measurements   of   this   Ordinance.   
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Table   5.2   Minimum   Undisturbed   or   Plant   Coverage     

Lot   Size   Percent   of   Minimum   Undisturbed   or   Plant   Coverage   Requirement   

0   -   5000   0.475   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   0)   X   0.025]   /   5,000}   

>5000   -   10000   0.500   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   5,000)   X   0.025]   /   5,000}   

>10000   -   15000   0.525   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   10,000)   X   0.025]   /   5,000}   

>15000   -   20000   0.550   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   15,000)   X   0.025]   /   5,000}   

>20000   -   25000   0.575   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   20,000)   X   0.025]   /   5,000}   

>25000   -   30000   0.600   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   25,000)   X   0.025]   /   5,000}   

>30000   -   35000   0.625   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   30,000)   X   0.025]   /   5,000}   

>35000     0.650   -   {[(Lot   Area   -   35,000)   X   0.025]   /   5,000}   
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(3) Fire-resistant  features.   Fire-Resistant  hardscape  features  such  as  stone          

walls,  patios,  decks  and  roadways  may  be  utilized  and  designed  as  burn              
breaks  to  create   fire-resistant  zones.   Fire-Resistant  hardscape  features  are           
defined   per   Los   Angeles   Fire   Code   Section   4905 .     

  
6.    Lighting,   Windows   &   Trash   Enclosures   
  

(a) Intent   
  

(1) Reduce  interruption  or  confusion  of  animal  behaviors  and  activities  including            
movement,   foraging,   hunting,   and   mating   caused   by   lighting.     
  

(2) Improve  avian  safety  conditions  by  reducing  avian  injuries  and  death  caused             
by   reflective   and   transparent   windows.   
  

(3) Minimize  occurrences  of  human  wildlife  interaction  by  removing  attractive           
nuisances   in   unenclosed   trash   areas.   
  

(b)  Prohibited  Outdoor  Lighting .   Notwithstanding   Chapter  9,  Article  3,  Sec.            
93.0117,   no  installation  of   drop-down  lenses,  sodium  and  mercury  vapor  lights,             
ultraviolet  lights,  searchlights,  laser  light,  and  other  outdoor  lighting  that  flashes,             
blinks,   alternates   or   moves   shall   be   allowed.    

  
(1) Light  Intrusion.    All  lights  used  to  illuminate  outdoor  areas  including            

around  or  adjacent  to  swimming  pools  shall  be  designed,  located  and             
arranged  or  shielded  so  as  to  reflect  the  light  away  from  any  right-of-way  and                
from   Open   Space   zones,   Resource   Buffers     or   undeveloped   areas.    
  

(2) Maximum  Lumens.  All  outdoor  lighting  shall  have  a  maximum  output  of             
850   lumens   per   luminaire,   except:   

▪ Security   lighting:   2600   lumens   
▪ Outdoor   recreational   lighting:   2600   lumens   
▪ Walkway/driveway:   100   lumens   
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(iii)  have  solid  doors  that  accommodate  a  lock  and  remain  closed  when  not  in                

use;     
(iv) not  be  constructed  of  chain  link,  or  wood  (or  other  flammable  materials);              

and,   
(v) be  designed  to  complement  the  primary  building  in  color,  material  and             

architectural   style.   
  
  

G.    Encroachments   
  

1. Structures,  Equipment  &  Architectural  Features .   The  following  structures,          
equipment,  and  architectural  features  are  allowed  to  encroach  a  maximum  amount             
per   Table   6.1.   
  

  
2. Driveways.  Grading  and  construction  of  driveways,  is  permitted  to  encroach  into             

setbacks  up  to  the  lot  line  to  provide  essential  access  for  vehicles  and/or  utilities                
when  no  other  alternative  access  exists,  so  long  as  the  total  Hillside  Impermeable               
Coverage  area  does  not   exceed  Maximum  Impermeable  Coverage.     See  Sections  1F              
and  Section  3  of  this  Ordinance.   Driveway  must  conform  with  the  following              
requirements:    

  
(a) Maximum   width:   20   feet   
(b) Provide   direct   connection   to   parking   
(c) Driveway   must   utilize   the   least   impactful   design.    See   examples   in   Appx.   A   
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Table   6.1    Maximum   Allowable   Encroachment     

Feature   
Front   
Yard   Side   Yard   

Rear   
Yard   

Resource   
Buffer   

Architectural   Details   2'   2'   2'   2'   

Roof   Projections   2.5'   2.5'   2.5'   2.5'   

Unenclosed   Structures   (ground   story   0'   0'   0'   0'   

Unenclosed   Structures   (above   ground   story)   5'   3'   3'   3'   

Enclosed,   Projecting   Structures   2.5'   1.5'   2.5'   2.5'   

Mechanical   Equipment   (ground   mounted)   1.5'   2.5'   2.5'   2.5'   

Mechanical   Equipment   (wall   mounted)   1.5'   1.5'   1.5'   1.5'   

Waste/   Trash   Enclosures   0'   1.5’   2.5’   2.5   

Utility   Equipment   0   1.5’   2.5’   2.5’   

Underground   Structures   (basements,   underground   tanks)   0'   0'   0'   0'   

Flatwork   0'   1.5’   2.5’   2.5’   
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3.  Native  Landscaping.   Landscaping  projects  that  consist  of  100  percent  native,             

non-invasive  species  shall  be  permitted  within  50  feet  of  a  Resource,  so  long  as  the                 
project  does  not  exceed  more  than  50  cubic  yards  of  earth  import/export  or  more                
than   100   square   feet    of   surface   grading.   

  
H.   Rules  of  Measurement.  The  standards  outlined  in  Subsection  F  are  subject  to               

following   provisions.   
  

1. Resource  Buffers  Measurements:  All  Resource  Buffers  should  be  measured           
horizontally,  in  plan  view,  since  they  are  intended  to  serve  as  spatial  buffers.  All                
wetland  delineations  should  follow  the  methodology  described  in  the  US  Fish  and              
Wildlife  Service  Classification  of  Wetlands  and  Deepwater  Habitats  of  the  United             
States  (Cowardin,  1979).  The  Mapping  Episodic  Stream  Activity  (MESA)  protocol            
(Vyverberg  and  Brady,  2013)  developed  by  CDFW  and  the  California  Energy             
Commission  should  be  employed  to  accurately  document  episodic  streams  when            
water   is   absent.    Refer   to   Table   7.2   

  

  
  

2. Wildlife  Fence  Opacity  (%):   Opacity  is  measured  as  a  percentage,  calculated  by              
dividing  the  solid  portion  of  the  object  area  by  the  total  area  of  the  object.  The  total                   
area  of  the  object  is  measured  as  the  smallest  regular  shape  containing  all  elements  of                 
the   object   or   assembly.     
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Table   7.2   Measurement   of   Resource   Buffers   

Resource   Measured   from   

Lakes,   reservoirs,   ponds   High   water   mark.   

Rivers,   streams,   creeks,   riparian   Outside   edge   of   riparian   vegetation   on   either   side   of   the   
channel.   If   vegetation   is   absent   or   sparse,   use   the   bank   of   
the   wet   season   active   channel   inclusive   of   any   braided   
channel   conditions.   

Wetlands   Edge   of   saturated   soil   

Open   channel,   storm   drain,   
easements   

Outside   edge   of   riparian   vegetation,   edge   of   the   channel,   
or   perimeter   of   storm   drain   structure.   

Ridgelines   The   Ridgeline   Buffer   shall   be   measured   from   the   lowest   
elevation   of   each   50   foot   segment,   or   portion   thereof,   of   
ridgeline   on   or   adjacent   to   the   subject   property.   

Open   Space   Between   the   proposed   structure   and   the   nearest   property   
boundary   of   any   Open   Space   property.     
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3 .  Planting  Zones.  Planting  Zones  are  areas  designated  A,  B,  and  C  and  measured  in                 
square  feet  which  surround  buildings  and  structures  at  their  finished  grade;  these              
zones   are   modeled   upon   LA   County   Brush   Clearance    Zones.     

  
(a) Zone  A  extends  thirty  (30’)  feet  in  a  straight  horizontal  line             

perpendicular   to   the   edge   of   any   structure   larger   than   200   square   feet.     
  

(b) Zone  B  extends  from  thirty  (30’)  feet  to  one  hundred  (100’)  feet  in  a                
straight  horizontal  line  perpendicular  to  the  edge  of  any  structure            
larger   than   200   square   feet     
  

(c) Zone  C  extends  from  one  hundred  (100’)  feet  to  two  hundred  (200’)              
feet  in  a  straight  horizontal  line  perpendicular  to  the  edge  of  any              
structure   larger   than   200   square   feet.   

  
I.   Issuance  of  Building  Permits.  For  any  Project  within  the  Wildlife  Ordinance  District               

the  Department  of  Building  and  Safety  shall  not  issue  any  permits,  including,  but  not                
limited  to,  grading,  shoring  or  building  unless  an  Administrative  Clearance,            
Administrative  Review  or  other  Relief  has  been  obtained  pursuant  to  the  applicable              
procedures   in   Section   J.   

  
J.   Relief.   A  deviation  from  any  Setback,  Impermeable  Hillside  Coverage,  Landscaping  and              

Vegetation  and/or  Grading  standards  may  be  allowed  as  a  Zoning  Administrator’s             
approval  under   LAMC  12.24.X.28.  A  deviation  from  any  Resource  Buffer,  Slope,  and/or              
Floor   Area   standards   may   be   allowed   as   a   variance   in   accordance   with    LAMC   12.27 .   

  
1. Alternative  Compliance.   In  the  event  that  requirements  for  fencing,  lighting,            

windows,  and/or  trash  enclosure  cannot  be  met,  as  Relief,  the  applicant  may,              
upon  approval  by  the  Director  of  Planning,  provide  alternative  fencing,  lighting,             
windows,  trash  enclosure  designs  that  meet  or  exceed  the  intent  and  guidelines              
of  the  Wildlife-Fencing,  Lighting,  Windows,  or  Trash  Enclosure  Standards.   See            
Intent  Statements  Section  2.  Fences,  Walls,  and  Hedges,  and  Section  7.  Lighting,              
Windows,   Trash   Enclosure   and   Appendix   A.     
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